ARABIA

The location of Baghdad
was very important
because of its mild
weather, a position easy to
defend and it was close to
both water and known
trade routes.

Major roads crossed
through the city and many
traders set up markets

around the entrances. y

—lLife in Baghdad was
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city walls.

Baghdad was built in AD 752 as\

Yﬁedleqv capital of the Islamic

emplre.

Following traditional Persian design, it was built in a
circle about Tkm in diameter, with the mosque grand
headquarters in the centre and the houses around the

People led a spiritual existence, where city life centred

\
extremely exciting because > TQ ! Q}
of all the new medicine,
science, astronomy, philosophy, and
mathematical discoveries, it was a large, well-
educated, and multicultural city.

Baghdad placed a big importance on learning.
The main library in Baghdad was named Bayt
al-Hikma, meaning the

- House of Wisdom. The

. House of Wisdom stored
work and books about
new discoveries and
' sometimes with only
one written copy.
Scholars could access
them and use them for
' research from the
1 House of Wisdom.

Word Meaning

Baghdad Baghdad is the capital of Iraq and one
of the largest cities in the Arab world.

Caliph A caliph is the leader of Caliphate. A
Caliph had to be Muslim, male, sane,
fair, just and law-abiding.

Caliphate A political-religious form of
government of a Muslim community.

calligraphy Decorative, handwritten lettering.

commerce Buying and selling goods

dynasty A succession of rulers of a country or
civilisation. Generally, the next ruler
in the dynasty inherits the title.

geometric Repeating interlaced or overlapped
shapes.

Iraq The Republic of Iraq is a country in
Western Asia.

irrigation The process of watering the land so
that crops can grow.

Islam A religion founded by Prophet
Muhammad, who was born in Mecca
in AD 570. People who practise Islam
are called Muslims.

merchandise |Goods for buying and selling.

plantation [An area of land where crops are
grown.

scholar A person dedicated to learning, often
at a high level and in a particular
area of study.

Silk Road A network of trade routes linking
China to the Middle East and Europe,
first used to carry Chinese silk.
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on the mosque in the heart of the round city.
When the city was really successful, there were
estimated to be around one million people living in
Baghdad.
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Walls 30 metres high

Moat and ditch power and unity
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Islamic Scholars and Their Achievements
Abu Abdullah 1 “Father of algebra”
Muhammad ibn T Introduced the Arabic
Musa al- numbers 1-9 and the concept
Khwarizmi— of ‘zero’
AD780—AD850
Muhammad ibn 1 Treatment of smallpox and
Zakariya al-Razi measles
AD854—AD925 1 Study of eyes

1 Recognised the importance of
doctor patient relationships

Abu al-Qasim

1 New surgical techniques e.g.
Khalaf ibn al-Abbas

cauterisation

al-Zahrawi 1 New surgical tools e.g. forceps
AD936—AD1013
Ibn al-Haytham 9 Proved that light travels in

AD965—AD1040 straight lines

1 Invented the first camera
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Circle shape represents
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known as the ‘Arab

Agricultural
Revolution’ because there was a lot of change.
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The refinement of sugar production happened Islam spreads to Baghdad is
during the Arab Agricultural Revolution, this Persia, Palestine, built to be the
i i Syria, Lebanon, capital of the
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Things you could do at home to extend your
learning:

1. A visit to a local mosque will help you to
further understand the teachings of Islam and
how it is central to the lives of Muslims.

2. The Islamic Gallery at the British Museum in
London showcases a range of fascinating
artefacts and detailed information about the
Islamic Empire.

3. The Investigate irrigation systems throughout
history—can you design your own?

4, Create your own city layout using an
interesting shape (like the circle shape of
ancient Baghdad). Think about how people
will move around and the buildings you need
to include.
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